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The Torah starts off with the beginning of creation. Seems like a reasonable place to
start. But really this begs the question: Why? Why did God create the world? Or more
to the point: Why are we here?

This is the ultimate existential question. That is, if we cannot answer this, we really have
no point to our existence. Sure you can say, “let’s have fun” (na’aseh haim). But at some

point you will come to the realization that Kohelet did: All is vanity:
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And then we sink into depression, as Camus (1913- 1960) noted:

“Ah, mon cher, for anyone who is alone, without God and without a master, the
weight of days is dreadful.”
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Now we know that the Torah Sh’Bichtav is only complete when accompanied by the
Torah She’Baal Peh, and so this existential question is addressed by the midrash. Of
course, the Midrash is not written as a philosophy book, asking and answering
philosophical questions. Rather, it provides philosophical material that serves as the grist
for philosophical inquiry. So I believe that the following midrash stepped back in time to
before creation to ask “Why?”:
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Now, before we try to understand how this midrash helps us with our existential
question, let’s address a couple of technicalities that are dealt with by the commentators.
One. the number 6 apparently is derived from the reading of Bereisheet as Bara Sheet —
Created Six (see Etz Yosef; Imrei Yosher; Yefeh Toar):
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Two. The Maharzu explains that the first 2 items were “created” since they are
“spiritual” or “intellectual” whereas the other 4 items are physical. So, since nothing
came into physical existence until the actual creation, they are referred to as being created
in “thought” before creation:
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That said, I would like to suggest that the first two items are indicative of the very
purpose of creation whereas the last four are the aids and assurances that the ultimate
purpose will be achieved.! Indeed, I later found support for this in Nezer HaKodesh
(who seems to be paraphrasing the Yafe Toar but with significant nuances that are closer
to my point):
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And even though there are of course many other things that are needed to aid in the
fulfillment of the goal of creation — like the land of Israel — these stand out as more
critical, as the Yafe Toar explains:

1'This is, as opposed to the Maharzu who goes on in the above source to say that the very purpose (tachlit)
of creation is the last four items. However, it could be that “tachlit” for him means the goal of the physical
creation, not the ultimate purpose.
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Now, to understand how these six, really 2 plus 4, items express the purpose of creation,
I think it is instructive to first read from R. Sholomo Ibn Gabirol — most likely the
earliest Jewish philosopher to answer our existential question directly.

For those of you who are not familiar, Ibn Gabirol is not just the name of a street in Tel

Aviv, @). He was a Spanish Poet and Philosopher who lived a rather short life at the
beginning of the 11% century, from 1021-1057 (36y). That said, he composed an
important philosophical work called Makor Haim which develops philosophical notions
via a conversation he holds with his student. It begins like this:
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Note: without investigating this existential question one cannot reach happiness, indeed,

as was the conclusion of Camus.
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This is exactly our question. He is about to answer the greatest question of all time!
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Clear and simple. Deveikut. Now, this is not a revelation to anyone who has learned any
Jewish thought (particulatly Jewish mysticism), but note that this is the first time that
such a concept has been written so clearly in black and white. Again, I am not saying
that people didn’t know this before the 11% century, rather, I am saying that no one ever
took to writing it in such a clear and unambiguous way until here.”
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Note: So the next question is the practical question — i.e., it is very nice that we now have
an answer to our existential question, but what are we supposed to do about that? How
do we fulfill it? Through knowledge of God and acting in His ways:
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2 Prof. Dov Schwartz notes that the term “deveik” was current among Arab theologians prior to Ibn
Gabirol, known as “adab.” He notes that Ibn Gabirol (1020-1057) and Bachye Ibn Pakuda (1050-1120)
were the first to introduce the term in Jewish philosophical writings (personal conversation). Note that the
Rambam (1138-1204) brings deveikut as the Mitzva #6 (connecting to God vicatiously through the sages).
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In sum, the point of creation is to know yourself and to connect your soul to its source
(deveikut). This we are to do through study (hakira) and action (peula).

So with these fundamental ideas, well known today but only thanks to medieval thinkers,
we can now understand the depth of the midrash. Let us now see the ideas hidden in
our midrash:

TORAH: The first thing created before creation was the Torah. The Torah is the source
of the knowledge and guide to our action in this world. It is in our toiling in this book
that we can not only know ourselves’ and know our path to deveikut,' but, explains Rav
Kook, we can connect (lidvok) to God in our very toiling in it.” Torah, then, is
representative of the very purpose of creation in that it is through being immersed in the
Torah that we are immersed in divinity.

KISA HAKAVOD: The kisa hakavod is the (symbolic) goal toward which our soul seeks
its deveikut. And indeed, this is how the Yafe Toar explains it:
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These are the key spititual/ideational precedents to creation.

That said, the goal of deveikut is no simple task, not for individuals and not for the world
at large. Accordingly, there are four essential things that come to aid and ensure that the
goal of creation is met:

AVOT - there is a need for guides, people of stature who can be looked up to for their
wisdom and their integrity.
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ISRAEL — just as there is a need for individual role models there is a need for a national
role model. Accordingly, we are to be a “light unto the nations.”

3 “... by learning Torah man returns to his own self; man finds himself, ...” (R. Solovietchik,
“Redemption, Prayer, Talmud Torah” (Tradition 17:2, p. 69).

* See also R. Tzvi Sinensky (The Purpose of Talmud Torah, VBM).

5 R. Kook (Olat Re’iya, Vol. 1, p. 59) explains that “the divine command transcends mere study and
understanding ... [for in our learning we] connect with the source of life, which is a far more sublime
notion than the value of any study ... [and] inherit a measure of the Source of life.”
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This is, by the way, where the concept of kiddush hashem and hillul hashem come from
and why these are based purely on perception — if the Jewish nation is perceived as doing
right — it is a kiddush hashem — we fulfill our purpose in bringing the world to its goal of

creation.

BEIT HAMIKDASH - this is the symbol of the goal in this world — the place to
connect — deveikut — in the here and now. Alternatively, the Yafe Toar explains:
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THE NAME OF THE MASHIACH — The Mashiach is, of coutse, the individual
who will insure that the goal of creation will be achieved. So what is the reference to
“the name” of the Mashiach? The Mararzu says that of course the “name of Mashiach”
is a reference to “the Mashiach himself.” The Anaf Yosef brings an idea that the name
refers to “the soul of the Mashiach.” The Imrei Yosher explains that the “name” here
refers to the great name — i.e., fame and praise — that the Mashiach will have in the world

after redeeming Israel, and as a consequence, the whole world.
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Ultimately, the notion of the Mashiach being created before creation is to establish that

there will be a time when the whole world will know God and His purpose — as the Yafe

Toar explains:
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Ken Yehi Ratzon.
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